
St Teresa’s School:  How we teach British Values  

 

In guidance issued by the Department for Education in November 2014, a 

list was provided that describes the understanding and knowledge 

expected of pupils as a result of schools promoting fundamental British 

values.  This is given below: 

 

- an understanding of how citizens can influence decision-making 

through the democratic process; 

- an appreciation that living under the rule of law protects individual 

citizens and is essential for their wellbeing and safety; 

- an understanding that there is a separation of power between the 

executive and the judiciary, and that while some public bodies such 

as the police and the army can be held to account through 

Parliament, others such as the courts maintain independence; 

- an understanding that the freedom to choose and hold other faiths 

and beliefs is protected in law; 

- an acceptance that other people having different faiths or beliefs 

to oneself (or having none) should be accepted and tolerated, and 

should not be the cause of prejudical or discriminatory behaviour; 

and  

- an understanding of the importance of identifying and combatting 

discrimination.  

 

St Teresa’s School promote these values in a variety of different ways 

within school.  We use ‘Statements to live by’, which are emphasised 

particularly in Collective Worship and Circle Time, which include 

statements such as ‘I know how to listen to others’, ‘I know how to 

respect other people’s beliefs’, and activities and discussions are planned 

across the school in an age appropriate way.   

 

Democracy  

- we have an elected school council, from y3 – y6, and 

representatives at times in the year visit the younger children to 

collect their views; 

- we highlight the development of democratic ideas in history lessons 

- we ensure all pupils are listened to by adults  

- we run ‘Junior Inspectors’, a group who visit other facilities, and 

speak to elected members about services for children 

 

 



The Rule of Law  

- each class creates class rules 

- our behaviour policy is explained to all, and applied consistently 

- we have visits from the Police Force and the Fire Service to 

reinforce the message of laws within the country 

- we highlight the message of right and wrong constantly through our 

worship and teaching of the gospels 

 

Individual Liberty 

- we encourage students to be independent in their learning 

- we provide students with opportunities for reflection 

- we teach children about freedom and the universal declaration of 

human rights in an age appropriate way, e.g. through Amnesty 

International’s text ‘We are all born free’ 

 

Mutual Respect  

- we have an inclusive Mission Statement 

- we constantly promote respect for others as good manners 

- we reinforce the value of everyone’s opinion in class debates 

- we have an effective anti-bullying policy 

- we emphasise in RE and PSCHE lessons that every person is unique 

and ‘created in the image of God’.  

- We have active educational links with other Primary schools and our 

feeder comprehensive 

- We support charitable works – e.g. CAFOD, Water Aid, Children in 

Need  

 

Tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs 

- Our teaching of Religious Education provides pupils with a deep 

understanding of their own faith as well as awareness of the faith 

and traditions of other religious communities as a basis for 

understanding and respecting them. 

 


