
	

	

	
St.	Teresa’s	LKS2	

Y3	/	Y4	Geography	&	History	Curriculum		
September	2014		-		2	year	cycle	

	
Year	 Autumn	 Spring	 Summer	
A	 Geography	 History	 History	
	 North	America	 Romans	and	Anglo-Saxons	 Rule-	Britannia	
	 Location,	physical	and	human	features	

Map	skills-	8	point	compass	&	4	figure	grid	
references	

Climate,	settlements,	land	use,	economic	activity	
&	trade	links,	natural	resources	

Roman	invasion	(Caesar	&	Claudius)	Hadrian’s	
wall,	Roman	Empire,	Boudicca,	impact	of	

technology,	culture	and	beliefs,	including	early	
Christianity	

	
	
	
	
	

Monarchs,	significant	points	and	people	in	
British	history	(railways,	British	Empire)	

B	 Geography	 History	 Geography	
	 Rainforests	 Ancient	Egypt	 Hartlepool	(local	study)	
	 Study	of	the	location	and	characteristics	of	a	

range	of	the	world’s	most	significant	human	and	
physical	features.	

climate	zones,	biomes	and	vegetation	belts,	
rivers,	mountains,	land	use,	economic	activity,	

natural	resources,	environmental	issues	

Timelines,	significance	of	archaeology,	analysis	
and	interpretation	of	artefacts	and	different	

sources	of	evidence.	
Way	of	life:	work	/	jobs,	culture,	food,	life	as	a	

child	

UK	countries,	cities,	geographical	regions	and	
their	identifying	human	and	physical	

characteristics,	key	topographical	features	
(including	hills,	mountains,	coasts	and	rivers),	

and	land-use	patterns;	economic	activity	&	trade	
links,	natural	resources	

Map	skills	
	
	



	 Autumn	 Spring	 Summer	
A	 North	America	(G)	

• locate the world’s 
countries, using maps to 
focus on Europe 
(including the location of 
Russia) and North and 
South America, 
concentrating on their 
environmental regions, 
key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, 
and major cities (LK)	

• identify the position and 
significance of latitude, 
longitude, Equator, 
Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, 
the Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn, Arctic and 
Antarctic Circle, the 
Prime/Greenwich 
Meridian and time zones 
(including day and night) 
(LK)	

• understand geographical 
similarities and 
differences through the 
study of human and 
physical geography of a 
region of the United 
Kingdom, a region in a 
European country, and a 
region within North or 
South America (PK)	

• physical geography, 
including: climate zones, 
biomes and vegetation 
belts, rivers, mountains, 
volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the 
water cycle (HPG) 

• human geography, 
including: types of 

 
 
Year 3 
Can they name a 
number of countries in 
the Northern 
Hemisphere? 
Can they locate some of 
the world’s major rivers 
and mountain ranges? 
(Challenge) 
•Can they point out the 
North, South, East and 
West associated with 
maps and compass? 
(Challenge) 
 
Year 5 
Can they locate the USA 
and Canada on a world 
map and atlas? 
 
Year 3 
•Can they use maps and 
atlases appropriately by 
using contents and 
indexes? 
Can they confidently 
describe physical 
features in a locality? 
Can they recognise the 
8 points of the compass 
(N,NW, W, S, SW, SE, 
E, NE)? 
Can they confidently 
describe human 
features in a locality? 
•Can they explain why a 
locality has certain 
human features? 
•Can they explain why a 
place is like it is? 
Can they find the 
longest and shortest 

Romans	and	
Anglo-Saxons	
	
Pupils should 
continue to develop a 
chronologically 
secure knowledge 
and understanding of 
British, local and 
world history, 
establishing clear 
narratives within and 
across the periods 
they study.  
They should 
understand how our 
knowledge of the past 
is constructed from a 
range of sources.  

 
 
They should note 
connections, 
contrasts and trends 
over time and develop 
the appropriate use of 
historical terms.  
They should regularly 
address and 
sometimes devise 
historically valid 
questions about 
change, cause, 
similarity and 

Year 3 
 
Can they describe events 
and periods using the 
words: BC, AD and 
decade? 
 
•Can they describe events 
from the past using dates 
when things happened? 
•Can they set out on a 
timeline, within a given 
period, what special 
events took place? 
 
•Can they begin to 
recognise and quantify the 
different time periods that 
exists between different 
groups that invaded 
Britain? 
 
•Can they use a timeline 
within a specific time in 
history to set out the order 
things may have 
happened? (Challenge) 
 
•Can they use their 
mathematical knowledge 
to work out how long ago 
events would have 
happened? (challenge) 
 
Year 4 
•Can they place periods 
of history on a timeline 
showing periods of time? 
 
•Can they use their 
mathematical skills to 
round up time differences 
into centuries and 
decades? 
•Can they use their 
mathematical skills to 
help them work out the 

Rule	Britannia	
Pupils	to	learn	about	the	
changing	power	of	
monarchs	using	case	
studies	such	as	John	,	
Anne	and	Victoria	and	a	
significant	turning	point	
in	British	history	(	the	
first	railways,	British	
Empire)	
Pupils should continue 
to develop a 
chronologically secure 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
British, local and world 
history, establishing 
clear narratives within 
and across the periods 
they study.  
They should 
understand how our 
knowledge of the past 
is constructed from a 
range of sources.  

	
They should note 
connections, contrasts 
and trends over time 
and develop the 
appropriate use of 
historical terms.  
They should regularly 
address and 
sometimes devise 
historically valid 
questions about 

Year 3  
•Can they describe events 
and periods using the word:  
decade? 
 
•Can they describe events 
from the past using dates 
when things happened? 
 
•Can they describe events 
and periods using the word: 
century? 
 
•Can they use a timeline 
within a specific time in 
history to set out the order 
things may have 
happened? 
 
•Can they use their 
mathematical knowledge to 
work out how long ago 
events would have 
happened? 
Challenge 
•Can they set out on a 
timeline, within a given 
period, what special events 
took place? 
 
	
Year	4	
•Can they plot recent 
history on a timeline using 
centuries? 
 
•Can they place periods 
of history on a timeline 
showing periods of time? 
 
•Can they use their 
mathematical skills to 
round up time differences 
into centuries and 
decades? 
	



settlement and land use, 
economic activity 
including trade links, and 
the distribution of natural 
resources including 
energy, food, minerals 
and water (HPG) 

• use maps, atlases, 
globes and 
digital/computer mapping 
to locate countries and 
describe features studied 
(GSF) 

• use the eight points of a 
compass, four-figure grid 
references (GSF) 

route using a map? 
(Challenge) 
•Can they use a map, 
photographs, film or 
plan to describe a 
contrasting locality 
outside Europe? 
(Challenge) 
 
Year 4 
Can they describe the 
main features of a well-
known city? 
Can they use 
appropriate symbols to 
represent  
different physical 
features on a map? 
Can they explain why 
people are attracted to 
live in cities? 
•Can they explain how a 
locality has changed 
over time with reference 
to human features? 
Can they suggest 
different ways that a 
locality could be 
changed and improved? 
Can they explain how a 
locality has changed 
over time with reference 
to physical features? 
(Challenge) 
	
Year 3 
Do they use correct 
geographical words to 
describe a place and the 
things that happen 
there? 
•Can they identify key 
features of a locality by 
using a map? 
•Can they begin to use a 
4 figure grid references? 

difference, and 
significance.  
They should 
understand how our 
knowledge of the past 
is constructed from a 
range of sources.  

 

time differences between 
certain major events in 
history? (challenge) 
 
 
•Do they appreciate that 
the early Brits would not 
have communicated as we 
do or have eaten as we 
do? 
 
•Can they begin to picture 
what life would have been 
like for the early settlers? 
 
•Can they recognise that 
Britain has been invaded 
by several different groups 
over time? 
 
•Do they realise that 
invaders in the past would 
have fought fiercely, using 
hand to hand combat? 
 
•Can they suggest why 
certain events happened 
as they did in history? 
 
•Can they suggest why 
certain people acted as 
they did in history? 
 
•Can they begin to 
appreciate why Britain 
would have been an 
important country to have 
invaded and conquered? 
(challenge) 
 
•Can they appreciate that 
war/s would inevitably 
have brought much 
distress and bloodshed? 
(challenge) 
 
 
•Do they have an 
appreciation that wars 

change, cause, 
similarity and 
difference, and 
significance.  

	
	
They	should	construct	
informed	responses	
that	involve	thoughtful	
selection	and	
organisation	of	relevant	
historical	information	

	
They should 
understand how our 
knowledge of the past 
is constructed from a 
range of sources.  

	

	
Year	3	
•Do they appreciate that 
the early Brits would not 
have communicated as we 
do or have eaten as we 
do? 
 
•Can they begin to picture 
what life would have been 
like for the early settlers? 
 
•Can they suggest why 
certain events happened as 
they did in history? 
 
•Can they suggest why 
certain people acted as 
they did in history? 
 
Challenge 
•Do they appreciate that 
invaders were often away 
from their homes for very 
long periods and would 
have been ‘homesick’? 
 
	
Year	4	
•Can they explain how an 
event from the past has 
helped shape our lives? 
 
•Do they know that people 
who lived in the past 
cooked and travelled 
differently and used 
different weapons from 
ours? 
 
•Do they recognise that 
the lives of wealthy 
people were very different 
from those of poor 
people? 
 



•Can they accurately 
plot NSEW on a map? 
•Can they make 
accurate measurement 
of distances within 
100Km? 
 
Year 4  
Can they find the same 
place on a globe and in 
an atlas? 
Can they label the same 
features on an aerial 
photograph as on a 
map?	

start for specific reasons 
and can last for a very 
long time? 
(challenge) 
 
 
•Do they appreciate that 
invaders were often away 
from their homes for very 
long periods and would 
have been ‘homesick’? 
(challenge) 
Year 4 
•Do they appreciate how 
items found belonging to 
the past are helping us to 
build up an accurate 
picture of how people 
lived in the past? 
•Can they explain how an 
event from the past has 
helped shape our lives? 
 
•Do they appreciate that 
wars have happened 
from a very long time ago 
and it is often associated 
with invasion, conquering 
or religious differences? 
 
•Do they know that 
people who lived in the 
past cooked and 
travelled differently and 
used different weapons 
from ours? 
•Do they appreciate that 
the food people ate was 
different because of the 
availability of different 
sources of food? 
(challenge 
 
•Do they appreciate that 
weapons will have 
changed by the 
developments and 

•Do they appreciate how 
items found belonging to 
the past are helping us to 
build up an accurate 
picture of how people 
lived in the past? 
	
Challenge	
•Do they appreciate that 
the food people ate was 
different because of the 
availability of different 
sources of food? 
 
•Do they appreciate that 
wealthy people would 
have had a very different 
way of living which would 
have impacted upon their 
health and education? 
	
Year	3	
•Can they use various 
sources of evidence to 
answer questions? 
 
•Can they use various 
sources to piece together 
information about a period 
in history? 
 
•Can they research a 
specific event from the 
past? 
 
•Can they use their 
‘information finding’ skills in 
writing to help them write 
about historical 
information? 
	
Year	4	
•Can they research two 
versions of an event and 
say how they differ? 
 



inventions that would 
have occurred within a 
given time period? 
(challenge) 
 
 
•Do they recognise the 
part that archaeologists 
have had in helping us 
understand more about 
what happened in the 
past? 
 
•Can they use various 
sources of evidence to 
answer questions? 
 
•Can they use various 
sources to piece together 
information about a period 
in history? 
 
•Can they research a 
specific event from the 
past? 
 
•Can they use their 
‘information finding’ skills 
in writing to help them 
write about historical 
information? 
 
•Can they through 
research identify 
similarities and differences 
between given periods in 
history? 
 
Can they begin to use 
more than one source of 
information to bring 
together a conclusion 
about an historical event? 
(challenge) 
•Can they use specific 
search engines on the 
Internet to help them find 
information more rapidly? 
(challenge) 

•Can they research what 
it was like for a child in a 
given period from the past 
and use photographs and 
illustrations to present 
their findings? 
 
•Can they give more than 
one reason to support an 
historical argument? 
 
•Can they communicate 
knowledge and 
understanding orally and 
in writing and offer points 
of view based upon what 
they have found out? 
	
Challenge	
•Can they independently, 
or as part of a group, 
present an aspect they 
have researched about a 
given period of history 
using multi-media skills 
when doing so? 
	



Year 4 
•Can they research two 
versions of an event and 
say how they differ? 
•Can they independently, 
or as part of a group, 
present an aspect they 
have researched about a 
given period of history 
using multi-media skills 
when doing so? 
•Can they give more than 
one reason to support an 
historical argument? 
 
•Can they communicate 
knowledge and 
understanding orally and 
in writing and offer points 
of view based upon what 
they have found out? 
(challenge) 
 
 
 
 
 
	

B	 Rainforest	
• locate the world’s 

countries, using maps to 
focus on North and South 
America, concentrating 
on their environmental 
regions, key physical and 
human characteristics, 
countries,  (LK)	

• identify the position and 
significance of latitude, 
longitude, Equator, 
Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, 
the Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn, Arctic and 
Antarctic Circle, the 
Prime/Greenwich 

	
	
Year 3 
Can they locate some of 
the world’s major rivers 
and mountain ranges? 
 
Year 4 
Can they locate the 
Tropic of Cancer and 
the Tropic of Capricorn? 
 
Year 3 
Can they use maps and 
atlases appropriately by 
using contents and 
indexes? 

Ancient	Egypt	
A	study	of	the	

achievements	of	the	
earliest	civilizations	–	
an	overview	of	where	
and	when	the	first	

civilizations	appeared	
and	an	in-	depth	study	
of	the	civilisation.	
Chronological	
understanding	

Y3	
•Can they describe events 
and periods using the 

Year	4	
Chronological	
understanding	
•Can they plot recent 
history on a timeline 
using centuries? 
 
•Can they place periods 
of history on a timeline 
showing periods of time? 
 
•Can they use their 
mathematical skills to 
round up time differences 
into centuries and 
decades? 
	
Challenge	

Hartlepool	
• name and locate 

counties and cities of 
the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions 
and their identifying 
human and physical 
characteristics, key 
topographical 
features (including 
hills, mountains, 
coasts and rivers), 
and land-use 
patterns; and 
understand how 
some of these 
aspects have 

 
Year 3 
Can they point out the 
North, South, East and 
West associated with 
maps and compass? 
(challenge) 
 
Year 4 
Do they know the 
difference between the 
British Isles, Great 
Britain and UK? 
 
Year 3 
Can they confidently 
describe human 
features in a locality? 



Meridian and time zones 
(including day and night) 
(LK)	

• understand geographical 
similarities and 
differences through the 
study of human and 
physical geography, of a 
region within North or 
South America (PK)	

• physical geography, 
including: climate zones, 
biomes and vegetation 
belts, rivers, mountains, 
volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the 
water cycle (HPG) 

• human geography, 
including: types of 
settlement and land use, 
economic activity 
including trade links, and 
the distribution of natural 
resources including 
energy, food, minerals 
and water (HPG)  

• use maps, atlases, 
globes and 
digital/computer mapping 
to locate countries and 
describe features studied 
(GSF)	

• use the eight points of a 
compass, (GSF)	

Can they confidently 
describe physical 
features in a locality? 
Can they recognise the 
8 points of the compass 
(N,NW, W, S, SW, SE, 
E, NE)? 
 
Year 4 
Can they find different 
views about an 
environmental issue? 
What is their view? 
Can they explain how 
people are trying to 
manage their 
environment? 
(challenge) 
Can they explain how a 
locality has changed 
over time with reference 
to physical features? 
(challenege) 
Can they explain what a 
place might be like in 
the future, taking 
account of issues 
impacting on human 
features? 
Can they report on ways 
in which humans have 
both improved and 
damaged the 
environment? 
Can they explain how a 
location fits into its wider 
geographical location; 
with reference to 
physical features? 
Can they explain what a 
place (open to 
environmental and 
physical change) might 
be like in the future 
taking account of 
physical features? 
 

words: BC, AD and 
decade? 
 
•Can they describe events 
from the past using dates 
when things happened? 
 
•Can they describe events 
and periods using the 
words: ancient and 
century? 
 
•Can they use a timeline 
within a specific time in 
history to set out the order 
things may have 
happened? 
 
•Can they use their 
mathematical knowledge 
to work out how long ago 
events would have 
happened? 

Challenge 
•Can they set out on a 
timeline, within a given 
period, what special 
events took place? 
 
•Can they begin to 
recognise and quantify the 
different time periods that 
exists between different 
groups that invaded 
Britain? 

 
Knowledge	and	
Interpretation	

•Can they suggest why 
certain events happened 
as they did in history? 
 
•Can they suggest why 
certain people acted as 
they did in history? 

	
Historical	enquiry	

•Can they use their 
mathematical skills to 
help them work out the 
time differences between 
certain major events in 
history? 
Knowledge	and	
interpretation	
•Do they know that 
people who lived in the 
past cooked and 
travelled differently and 
used different weapons 
from ours? 
 
•Do they recognise that 
the lives of wealthy 
people were very 
different from those of 
poor people? 
 
•Do they appreciate how 
items found belonging to 
the past are helping us to 
build up an accurate 
picture of how people 
lived in the past? 
	
Challenge	
•Can they recognise that 
people’s way of life in the 
past was dictated by the 
work they did? 
 
•Do they appreciate that 
the food people ate was 
different because of the 
availability of different 
sources of food? 
 
•Do they appreciate that 
wealthy people would 
have had a very different 
way of living which would 
have impacted upon their 
health and education? 

changed over time 
(LK)	

• understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences through 
the study of human 
and physical 
geography of a 
region of the United 
Kingdom (PK)	

• human geography, 
including: types of 
settlement and land 
use, economic 
activity including 
trade links, and the 
distribution of natural 
resources including 
energy, food, 
minerals and water 
(HPG)	

• use maps, atlases, 
globes and 
digital/computer mapping 
to locate countries and 
describe features studied  

§ use the eight points of a 
compass, four and six-
figure grid references, 
symbols and key 
(including the use of 
Ordnance Survey maps) 
to build their knowledge 
of the United Kingdom 
and the wider world  

§ use fieldwork to observe, 
measure, record and 
present the human and 
physical features in the 
local area using a range 
of methods, including 
sketch maps, plans and 
graphs, and digital 
technologies.  
• 	

•Can they explain why 
a locality has certain 
human features? 
•Can they explain why 
a place is like it is? 
Can they use maps 
and atlases 
appropriately by using 
contents and indexes? 
Can they recognise 
the 8 points of the 
compass (N,NW, W, 
S, SW, SE, E, NE)? 
Can they find the 
longest and shortest 
route using a map? 
(challenge) 
•Can they use a map, 
photographs, film or 
plan to describe a 
contrasting locality? 
(challenge) 
 
 
Year 4 
Can they explain why 
people are attracted to 
live in towns? 
•Can they explain why 
people may choose to 
live in a village rather 
than a city? 
Can they suggest 
different ways that a 
locality could be 
changed and 
improved? 
Can they describe the 
main features of a 
village? 
Can they use 
appropriate symbols to 
represent different 
physical features on a 
map? 
•Can they explain how 
people are trying to 



Year 3 
Do they use correct 
geographical words to 
describe a place and the 
things that happen 
there? 
•Can they identify key 
features of a locality by 
using a map? 
•Can they begin to use a 
4 figure grid references? 
•Can they accurately 
plot NSEW on a map? 
Can they make 
inferences by looking at 
a weather chart? 
•Can they make 
plausible predictions 
about what the weather 
may be like in different 
parts of the world? 
•Can they make 
inferences by looking at 
a weather chart? 
(challenge) 
•Can they make 
plausible predictions 
about what the weather 
may be like in different 
parts of the world? 
(challenge) 
 
 
Year 4 
Can they find the same 
place on a globe and in 
an atlas? 
•Can they label the 
same features on an 
aerial photograph as on 
a map? 
Can they accurately 
measure and collect 
information (e.g. rainfall, 
temperature, wind 
speed, noise levels 
etc.)? 

•Do they recognise the 
part that archaeologists 
have had in helping us 
understand more about 
what happened in the 
past? 
 
•Can they use various 
sources of evidence to 
answer questions? 
 
•Can they use various 
sources to piece together 
information about a period 
in history? 
 
•Can they research a 
specific event from the 
past? 
 
•Can they use their 
‘information finding’ skills 
in writing to help them 
write about historical 
information? 
 

Challenge 
•Can they begin to use 
more than one source of 
information to bring 
together a conclusion 
about an historical event? 
 
•Can they use specific 
search engines on the 
Internet to help them find 
information more rapidly? 
 

	
Historical	enquiry	
•Can they research what 
it was like for a child in a 
given period from the 
past and use 
photographs and 
illustrations to present 
their findings? 
 
•Can they give more than 
one reason to support an 
historical argument? 
 
•Can they communicate 
knowledge and 
understanding orally and 
in writing and offer points 
of view based upon what 
they have found out? 
	
Challenge	Y4	
•Can they independently, 
or as part of a group, 
present an aspect they 
have researched about a 
given period of history 
using multi-media skills 
when doing so? 
	

manage their 
environment? 
(challenge) 
•Can they explain how 
a locality has changed 
over time with 
reference to physical 
features? (challenge) 
 
Year 3 
•Do they use correct 
geographical words to 
describe a place and 
the things that happen 
there? 
•Can they identify key 
features of a locality 
by using a map? 
•Can they begin to use 
a 4 figure grid 
references? 
•Can they accurately 
plot NSEW on a map? 
•Can they use some 
basic OS map 
symbols? 
 
Year 4 
•Can they carry out a 
survey to discover 
features of cities and 
villages? 
•Can they find the 
same place on a globe 
and in an atlas? 
•Can they label the 
same features on an 
aerial photograph as 
on a map? 
•Can they plan a 
journey to a place in 
England? 
 

	



	


