
English Prospectus Information 

 

English 

At St. Teresa’s RC Primary School, we believe that all children should have the 

opportunity to access a broad and balanced English curriculum, which caters for 

the varied needs of our school community.  We want our children to be 

effective communicators and use their written and verbal expressions to 

achieve their ambitions in the whole curriculum and within the wider world. 

 

Reading  

At St. Teresa’s Primary School, we believe in the power and magic of reading 

and are passionate about nurturing a love of reading within our school and 

community.  We recognise the varied needs of our children and believe in 

supporting every child to achieve their potential in reading.  

Through carefully selecting the texts we share, we strive to enrich vocabulary 

and understanding, whilst broadening their knowledge of wider life experiences. 

Being immersed in good quality literature, provides an opportunity for children 

to value our rich literary heritage.  Thus, enabling them to become positive role 

models and contribute effectively to our diverse society. 

We begin our teaching of reading using a synthetic, systematic phonics system 

using Letters and Sounds.  Phonics is taught daily in Reception and KS1.  We 

carefully choose reading books that link carefully with Letters and Sounds.  We 

use Phonics Bugs as our main reading scheme, supplemented by Floppy’s Phonics. 

Songbirds and Collins Big Cats.  Reading books are carefully selected to match 

each child’s phonics level and to help them progress quickly.  At the end of KS1, 

children will take part in the national Phonics Screening Test.   

In KS2, Reading is taught as a separate lesson three times a week focusing on 

improving key skills.  Children progress through coloured reading bands until 

they reach ‘Black Band’ when they will be classed as a free reader.  Books are 

carefully selected throughout the bands to ensure that children are exposed to 

different genres, rich vocabulary and a variety of authors. 



 

 

Writing  

At St. Teresa’s Primary School, we use our adventurous reading to inspire 

children to become confident, skilled writers across a variety of genres.  We 

believe in preparing children to have the ability to write for a range of real-life 

purposes to enable them to communicate effectively in their lives beyond 

education.  

It is our intention to ensure that reading and writing are interconnected so that 

children can make purposeful links across their learning. It is for this reason 

that we place a significant focus on the study of literature from across the 

ages and across genres. Vocabulary rich books are chosen to both stimulate and 

challenge the children, leading to high-quality writing outcomes. 

Children will be given opportunity to develop knowledge, skills and attitudes to 

write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences.  

We want children to write clearly, accurately and coherently and be able to spell 

new words by effectively applying the spelling patterns and rules they learn 

throughout their time in school. Furthermore, we recognise that handwriting is 

part of our daily lives and is an important part in allowing us to communicate 

effectively. Therefore, we encourage our children to take pride in the 

presentation of their writing, in part by developing a good, joined, handwriting in 

the style of Christopher Jarman. 

In EYFS, we provide children with a range of experiences, across the 

curriculum. Practitioners use incidental observations and feed forward planning 

in order to promote emergent and developing writing, either through continuous 

curriculum or discrete teaching sessions 

In KS1, we continue to enhance continuous provision, developing the physical skill 

needed for handwriting and the oral competency required to organise their 

ideas in writing.  

In KS2, we teach shared writing, through formal modelling of the writing 

process, at least three times a week, both in discrete literacy lessons and 

across the curriculum, for a variety of purposes.  The use of sub-conscious 

voice, throughout this scaffolded writing allows children to develop a ‘talk for 

writing’ as they begin to draft their work.  Knowledge about how grammar and 

punctuation structures language, and enables a writer to create a desired tone, 



allows children to develop a metalanguage and thus transform sentences in 

order to meet the criteria of a specific style of writing.  

Writing is always displayed as a process and children are given the tools for 

writing on working walls, displayed in each class; these contain cues about 

grammar, spelling, purpose and organisation and composition and effect of 

identified genres. 

Spelling is taught systematically to ensure that children understand the link 

between phonics teaching and phonically plausible spellings.  As children move 

into Y2 and KS2, sight words are spelt with increasing accuracy and there is an 

increasing focus on word origin and etymology to support spelling of polysyllabic 

words.  In KS2 the Spelling Shed spelling scheme is used to ensure a consistent 

and progressive approach to spelling which meets the requirements of the 

National Curriculum. 

 


