
 

St Teresa’s Primary School 

 

Geography Policy 

 

Introduction  

 

 

Rationale 

 

The aim of geography teaching St Teresa’s School is to stimulate the children’s interest 

and understanding of places and environments.  Children learn about their local area, 

and they compare their life in this area with that in other regions in the local area, and 

they compare their life in this area with that in other regions in the UK and in the rest 

of the world.  They learn how to draw and interpret maps, and they develop the skills 

of research, investigation, analysis and problem solving.  Through their growing 

knowledge and understanding of human geography, children gain an appreciation of 

life in other cultures.  Geography teaching also motivates children to find out about the 

physical world, and enables them to recognise the importance of sustainable 

development for the future of mankind. 

 

Expectations 

By the end of Foundation Stage, the performance of the great majority of the pupils 

should be working within the ELG in Understanding The World  

By the end of Key Stage 1, the performance of the great majority of the pupils should 

be within age related expectations set out in the National Curriculum  

By the end of Key Stage, 2 the performance of the great majority of the pupils should 

be within age related expectations set out in the National Curriculum 

 

The aims of Geography and how these contribute to the school’s aims 

 

The school aims to: - 

 

 Enable children to gain knowledge and understanding of places in the world 

 Increase children’s knowledge of other cultures and, in doing so, teach a respect 
and understanding of what it means to be a positive citizen in a multi-cultural 

society 

 Allow children to learn graphic skills, including how to use, draw and interpret 
maps 

 To enable children to know and understand environmental problems at a local, 

regional and global level 

 Encourage in children a commitment to sustainable development, and an 
appreciation of what ‘ global citizenship’ means 

 Develop in children a variety of other skills, including those of enquiry, problem 
solving, computing investigation, and that of presenting their conclusions in the 

most appropriate way 



 

 

 

Strategy for implementation 

 

Entitlement and curriculum provision 

 

Geography is a Foundation subject of the National Curriculum and pupils undertake 

block sessions of the Geography Curriculum during each year. 

 

Early Years  

 

We teach Geography in the Foundation Stage as an integral part of the topic work 

covered during the year.  As Nursery and Reception classes are part of the Foundation 

Stage of the National Curriculum, we relate the geography element of the children’s 

work to the objectives set out in the Early Learning Goals (ELGs), which underpin the 

curriculum planning for children aged three to five.  Geography makes a significant 

contribution to the development of each child’s knowledge and understanding of the 

world, through activities such as collecting postcards from different places, singing 

songs from around the world, or investigating our local area. 

 

Key Stage 1 

During Key Stage 1, pupils investigate their local area and a contrasting area in the 

United Kingdom or abroad, finding out about the environment in both areas and the 

people who live there. They also begin to learn about the wider world. They carry out 

geographical enquiry inside and outside the classroom. In doing this, they ask 

geographical questions about people, places and environments, and use geographical 

skills and resources, such as maps and photographs. 

 

Key Stage 2 

 

During Key Stage 2, pupils investigate a variety of people, places and environments 

in the United Kingdom and abroad, and start to make links between different places in 

the world. They find out how people affect the environment and how they are affected 

by it. Pupils carry out geographical enquiry inside and outside the classroom. In doing 

this, they ask geographical questions, and use geographical skills and resources, such 

as maps, atlases, aerial photographs and ICT. Children will develop geographical 

enquiry skills, including asking geographical questions, collecting and recording 

information and identifying different views. They will acquire the appropriate 

practical skills associated with Geography, including using suitable vocabulary, 

fieldwork techniques and maps, plans and atlases. Pupils will use secondary sources 

of information with accuracy, including aerial photographs, satellite images, etc. As 

well as making its own distinctive contribution to the school curriculum, geography 
contributes to the wider aims of primary education. Teachers will ensure that links 

between subjects are maximized. 

The units of work have been developed by teaching staff, taking into account the needs 

and experiences of our pupils. 

Planning takes into account that the school places a high emphasis on the 

development of pupils’ Geographical enquiry skills and fieldwork, map skills and 

locational skills. 



 

 

Teaching & Learning 

 

We use a variety of teaching and learning styles in our geography lessons.  We 

encourage children to ask, as well as answer, geographical questions. We give children 

the opportunity to use a variety of data, such as maps, statistics, graphs, pictures and 

aerial photographs.  ICT is used in geography lessons where this serves to enhance 

learning.  Children take part in role-play and discussions, and they present reports to 

the rest of the class.  They engage in a wide variety of problem solving activities.  

Wherever possible, we involve the children in ‘real’ geographical activities, for 

example, research of a local environmental problem, or use of the Internet to research 

a current issue. 

 

We recognise the fact that in all classes there are children of widely different abilities 

in geography and we seek to provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by 

matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child.  We achieve this by: 

 

 Setting tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of responses 

 Setting tasks of increasing difficulty, some children not completing all tasks 

 Grouping children in the room according to abilities, and setting different tasks 

to each ability group 

 Providing resources of different complexity, according to the ability of the child 

 Using classroom assistants to support the work of the individual children or 
groups of children 

 

 

Assessment and Recording 

 

At St Teresa’s School assessment is an integral part of the teaching process in 

accordance with the school’s assessment policy. Assessment is used to inform future 

planning and to facilitate differentiation. The assessment of children’s work is on-

going to ensure that understanding is being achieved and that progress is being made. 

Marking work is part of the assessment process and is guided by the school’s Marking 

Policy. Feedback is given to the children as soon as possible to enable them to reflect 

upon and celebrate their achievements. Assessment and recording begins in 

Foundation Stage and continues throughout the school. Reporting on a child’s 

progress in Geography is a statutory requirement. An annual report relating to their 

child’s progress in Geography will be sent to parents. 

 

Continuity and Progression 

At St Teresa’s we follow a school skills progression plan that ensures that the key skills 

of fieldwork, map skills and locational skills are built upon in each year group. The 

school ensures curriculum continuity by following a two-year rolling programme of 

Geography units of work linked where possible to the terms topic and other subjects.  

 

 

 

Inclusion 

 



At St Teresa’s we teach geography to all children, whatever their ability.  Geography 

forms part of the school curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education 

to all children.  Through our geography teaching we provide learning opportunities that 

enable all pupils to make progress.  We do this be setting suitable learning challenges 

and responding to each child’s different needs.  Assessment against the National 

Curriculum an our school skills progression plan allows us to consider each child’s 

attainment and progress against expected levels. 

When progress falls significantly outside the expected range, the child may have special 

educational needs. Our assessment process looks at a range of factors – classroom 

organisation, teaching materials, teaching style, and differentiation – so that we can 

take some additional or different action to enable the child to learn more effectively. 

This ensures that our teaching is matched to the child’s needs. 

Intervention through the school SEND team will lead to the creation of an individual 

school support plan for children with special educational needs. The plan may include, 

as appropriate, specific targets relating to history. 

We enable pupils to have access to the full range of activities involved in learning 

geography.  Where children are to participate in activities outside the classroom, we 

carry out a risk assessment prior to the activity, to ensure that the activity is safe and 

appropriate for all pupils. 

 

Organisation  

 

Geography is approached using the skills-based curriculum.  Where possible, 

geography skills are taught across the curriculum.  However, sometimes due to the 

nature of the work, it is taught discreetly. Teaching staff, in curriculum teams, look 

closely at the age related expectations from the National Curriculum and the school 

Skills Progression Plan when planning units of work. Teachers take their own classes 

for Geography. 

 

Curriculum 

 

We use the national scheme of work for geography as the basis for our curriculum 

planning in geography, but we have adapted this to the local context.  We ensure that 

there are opportunities for children of all abilities to develop their skills and knowledge 

in each unit and we build planned progression, following our skills progression map, 

into the scheme of work so that the children are increasingly challenged as they move 

up through the school. 

 

We carry out curriculum planning in geography in three phases (long-term, medium 

term and short term).  The long-term plan maps the geography topics studied in each 

term during each key stage and the children study geography topics in conjunction with 

other subjects.  Some topics have a particular geographical focus and in Key Stage 2 

we place an increasing emphasis on independent geographical study.  We teach the 
knowledge, skills and understanding set out in the National Curriculum through the 

corresponding programme of study. 

 

We give details of geographical skills/key skills to as the basis for our medium-term 

plans.  Because we have some mixed-age classes, we carry out the medium-term 

planning on a two-year rotation cycle.  By so doings, we ensure that children have 

complete coverage of the National Curriculum, but do not have to repeat topics. 

 



Learning resources 

 

We have a wide range of text books, a variety of atlases and maps for the children to 

access. We have iPads, PCs and interactive boards so that children can access the 

internet as a class or individually. There is also a wide range of geographic material in 

the school library. People with an interest, or expertise, in a particular topic or area of 

geography could be invited into school to work with the children. These might be 

parents, grandparents, other family members, neighbours or representatives of the 

local community. 

 

The learning environment 

Across the year classrooms and corridors have displays of Geography topics or topics 

including geography skills. Its profile should reflect its place as a curriculum subject. 

Resources for the unit of work being covered should be appropriately accessible. Other 

resources of information should be available. 

Teachers at both key stages should maintain a Geography interest display, which 

encourages the pupils to be curious about the world in which they live.  

All classrooms should display prominently the relevant geographical related 

vocabulary being introduced in current units of work.  

 

Staffing 

 

Teachers take their own classes for Geography.  Learning support assistants are 

provided with a planning sheet relevant to the individual and/or group of pupils with 

whom they work 

 

Safe practice 

 

To ensure safe practice at all times staff should be aware of the contents of the Health 

and Safety policy. 

 

Any educational visits require relevant RISK ASSESSMENT documentation to be 

completed according to the school’s policy. 

 

 

Homework 

 

In both KSt1 and KSt2 pupils may receive homework related to their topic of study.  

This homework may be in the form of data collecting or research for use in school. 

 

Parents and carers 

 

Parents and carers have an important role to play in helping their children learn about 
geography.  Their role is enhanced by the use of geography displays around the school 

to raise interest and the interest of their children in the subject. 

 

The importance of Geography relative to other subjects will be explained to parents 

when their children join the school and teachers should take the opportunity of 

reinforcing this appropriately during the interviews with parents. 

 



The contribution of skills developed in Geography to other aspects of the 

curriculum. 

 

The teaching of Literacy (Communication), numeracy (application of number) and 

Computing. (Information technology) is promoted in Geography, as part of this 

school’s drive to raise standards in English and Mathematics.  Medium term planning 

identifies where teachers should make explicit links with English, Mathematics and 

Computing.  Geography is used to extend and enable the pupils to practice the skills of 

language and literacy and numeracy. 

 

 

Literacy 

 

Geography contributes significantly to the teaching of English in our school by actively 

promoting the skills of reading, writing, speaking, and listening.  Some of the texts that 

we use in the Literacy Hour are geographical in nature.  For example In Key Stage 1 

we use the Katie Morag books to develop children’s knowledge and understanding in 

the unit ‘An Island Home’.  At Key Stage 2, we organize debates on environmental 

issues, because we believe that these develop speaking and listening skills.  

Environmental issues are used to write reports, letters and to record information, to help 

develop children’s writing ability. 

 

Numeracy 

 

Geography teaching contributes to the teaching of mathematics in a variety of ways.  

We teach the children how to represent objects with maps.  The children study space, 

scale and distance, and they learn how to use four – and six-figure grid reference.  They 

also use grasp to explore, analyse and illustrate a variety of data. 

 

Computing 

 

Computing enhances our teaching of geography, wherever appropriate, in each key 

stage.  This more than meets the statutory requirement for children to use Computing 

as part of their geography work in Key Stage 2.  Children use Computing to enhance 

their skills in data handling (mountain, climate, population or river data) and in 

presenting written work.  They use the Internet, libraries of digital images to research 

information.  We also arrange for the children to communicate with pupils in other 

schools and countries via e-mail, and the children have a chance to use the digital 

camera. 

 

Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 

 

Children are given the opportunity to examine the fundamental questions in life through 
the medium of geography.  For example, the work on the changing landscapes and 

environmental issues leads children to ask questions about the evolution of the planet.  

We encourage children to reflect on the impact of mankind on our world.  By teaching 

about contrasting localities, we enable the children to learn about inequality and 

injustice in the world.  We help children to develop their knowledge and understanding 

of different cultures, so that they learn to avoid stereotyping other people, and adopt a 

positive attitude to others. We help contribute t the children’s social development and 

teaching them about how society works to resolve difficult issues of economic 

development.  Geography contributes to the children’s appreciation of what is right and 

wrong by raising many moral questions during the programme of study. 

 



Personal, social, health and economic education (P.S.H.E.)  

Geography contributes significantly to the teaching of personal, social, health and 

ecoonomic education.  The subject matte lends itself to raising matters of citizenship 

and social welfare.  For example, children study the way people recycle a material, and 

how environments are changed for better and for worse.  As well as this, the nature of 

the subject means that the children have the opportunity to take part in debates and 

discussions. 

 

Staff development 

 

The subject leader provides CPD, where appropriate, for staff and also provides 

summary feedback to teachers on up to date information 

 

Staff attending training, are expected to share the useful points with the rest of the staff 

by presentation and/or documentation at a staff meeting.  The subject leader is 

responsible for maintaining the Geography resources and using the budget allocation 

for purchase of relevant and up to date information. 

 

Leadership and management roles and responsibilities 

The Geography subject leader is responsible for the direction of the subject across the 

school. The subject leader is expected to keep the curriculum under review and keep 

the headteacher informed about changes to requirements and the national and local 

levels. 

 

How Geography is monitored and evaluated 

 

The subject coordinators role is to: 

  prepare and review policy documents, curriculum plans and schemes of work for 
the subject 

  encourage staff to provide effective learning opportunities for all pupils, to develop 

valid activities appropriate for all pupils at different stages of development and which 

enables pupils to progress in the subject  

 help colleagues develop their subject expertise and organise and monitor their 
professional development 

  collect, evaluate and inform staff of all resources  

 ensure standard formats for assessment and monitoring are being used 

  provide annual subject action plans including costings and priorities are which help 

inform the school development plan  

 organise and advise on the contribution of Geography to other curriculum areas 
including cross curricular  

 help with the monitoring and evaluation of the effectiveness of the subject within 

the school 

 

The class teacher’s role is to: 

 ensure coverage of Geography for their year group/Key Stage. 

 inform the subject leader of any resources needed to deliver the units before 
they arise in the curriculum. 
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