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History Policy 

 

Introduction 

Raionale 

St Teresa’s believes a high quality History education is based primarily on people and their 

environments. Pupils should gain a sound knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that 

of the wider world. It must be rooted in practical experiences that inspire children’s curiosity, 

allowing them to be critical thinkers; asking questions, sourcing evidence and making informed 

judgements. History enables children to understand society, the process of change and gives them 

a sense of identity. History themes are mapped out for each year group over a two-year period so 

that children learn in a chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day. All of 

these key skills are built on and embedded throughout school with trips and visitors arranged, 

wherever possible, as a stimulus for children’s learning. 

Expectations 

By the end of Foundation Stage, the performance of the great majority of the pupils should be 

working within the ELG in Understanding The World  

By the end of Key Stage 1, the performance of the great majority of the pupils should be within 

age related expectations set out in the National Curriculum  

By the end of Key Stage, 2 the performance of the great majority of the pupils should be within 

age related expectations set out in the National Curriculum 

The aims of History and how these contribute to the school’s aims 

The school aims to: 

•to foster in children an interest in the past and to develop an understanding that enables them to 

enjoy all that history has to offer; 

•to enable children to know about significant events in British history and to appreciate how things 

have changed over time; 

•to develop a sense of chronology; 

•to know and understand how the British system of democratic government has developed and, in 

so doing, to contribute to a child’s citizenship education; 

•to understand how Britain is part of a wider European culture and to study some aspects of 

European history; 



•to have some knowledge and understanding of historical development in the wider world; 

•to help children understand society and their place within it, so that they develop a sense of their 

cultural heritage; 

•to develop in children the skills of enquiry, investigation, analysis, evaluation and presentation. 

Strategy for implementation 

Entitlement and curriculum provision 

History is a Foundation subject of the National Curriculum and pupils undertake block sessions of 

the History Curriculum during each year linked where possible to the terms topic. 

Early Years 

History is taught in Reception as an integral part of the topic work through child-initiated and 

adult led activities. The children are given the opportunity to find out about past and present 

events in their own lives, and those of their families and other people they know. They recognise 

similarities and differences between families and traditions, objects and materials; and role-play 

and make up stories. In the Foundation stage history makes a significant contribution to 

developing a child’s understanding of the world through activities such as looking at pictures of 

famous people in history or discovering the meaning of new and old in relation to their own lives. 

Key Stage 1 

During Key Stage 1, pupils learn about people’s lives and lifestyles. They find out about 

significant men, women, children and events from the recent and more distant past in Britain and 

the wider world. They listen, and respond to stories and use sources of information to help them 

ask and answer questions. They learn how the past is different from the present. 

Key Stage 2 

During Key Stage 2 pupils learn about significant people, events and places from both recent and 

more distant past. They learn about change and continuity in their own area, in Britain and in 

other parts of the world. They look at history in a variety of ways, for example from political, 

economic, technological and scientific, social, religious, cultural or aesthetic perspectives. They 

use different sources of information to help them investigate the past both in depth and in 

overview, using dates and historical vocabulary to describe events, people and developments. 

They also learn that the past can be represented and interpreted in different ways. 

History is allocated ten percent of the time at both key stages.  

The units of work have been developed by teaching staff, taking into account the needs and 

experiences of our pupils. 

Planning takes into account that the school places a high emphasis on the development of pupils’ 

skill of chronological understanding, historical knowledge, interpretation and enquiry. 

 

 



Teaching and learning 

At St Teresa’s our principal aim is to develop the children’s knowledge, skills and understanding 

in history and we use a variety of teaching and learning styles in order to do this effectively. 

Lessons may be taught as whole class sessions, group activities or individual tasks dependant on 

the structure of the class and content of the lesson. Wherever possible we plan enquiry-based 

research activities. We believe children learn best when: 

 They have access to, and are able to handle artefacts 

 They go on visits to museums and places of interest 

 They have access to secondary sources such as books and photographs 

 Visitors talk about personal experiences of the past 

 They listen to and interact with stories from the past 

 They undertake fieldwork by interviewing family and older friends about changes in 

their own and other people’s lives 

 They use drama and dance to act out historical events 

 They are shown, or use independently, resources from the internet and videos 

 They are able to use non-fiction books for research 

 They are provided with opportunities to work independently or collaboratively, to ask 

as well as answer historical questions. 

We recognise the fact that we have children of differing ability in all our classes, and so we 

provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to 

the ability of the child. We achieve this through a range of strategies, which are differentiated by 

task, expected outcome and/or support from peers or adults. 

Assessment and recording 

At St Teresa’s School assessment is an integral part of the teaching process in accordance with 

the school’s assessment policy. Assessment is used to inform future planning and to facilitate 

differentiation. The assessment of children’s work is on-going to ensure that understanding is 

being achieved and that progress is being made. Marking work is part of the assessment process 

and is guided by the school’s Marking Policy. Feedback is given to the children as soon as 

possible to enable them to reflect upon and celebrate their achievements. Assessment and 

recording begins in Foundation Stage and continues throughout the school. Reporting on a child’s 

progress in History is a statutory requirement. An annual report relating to their child’s progress 

in History will be sent to parents. 

 

Continuity and progression 

At St Teresa’s we follow a school progression plan that ensures that the key skills of chronological 

understanding, historical knowledge, interpretation and enquiry are built upon in each year group. 

The school ensures curriculum continuity by following a two-year rolling programme of History 

units of work linked where possible to the terms topic.  

 

 



Inclusion 

At St. Teresa’s we teach history to all children, whatever their ability. History forms part of the 

school curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education to all children. Through our 

history teaching we provide learning opportunities that enable all pupils to make progress. We do 

this by setting suitable learning challenges and responding to each child’s different needs. 

Assessment against the National Curriculum allows us to consider each child’s attainment and 

progress against age related expectations. 

When progress falls significantly outside the expected range, the child may have special 

educational needs. Our assessment process looks at a range of factors – classroom organisation, 

teaching materials, teaching style, and differentiation – so that we can take some additional or 

different action to enable the child to learn more effectively. This ensures that our teaching is 

matched to the child’s needs. 

Intervention through the school SEND team will lead to the creation of an individual school support 

plan for children with special educational needs. The plan may include, as appropriate, specific 

targets relating to history. 

We enable pupils to have access to the full range of activities involved in learning history. Where 

children are to participate in activities outside the classroom, for example, a visit to an 

archaeological dig, we carry out a risk assessment prior to the activity, to ensure that the activity is 

safe and appropriate for all pupils. 

Organisation 

History is taught as a discrete subject, however cross curricula opportunities are planned for where 

possible, for example in Geography or Literacy lessons. Teaching staff, in curriculum teams, look 

closely at the age related expectations from the National Curriculum and the school skills 

progression plan when planning units of work. 

Curriculum 

We use the national programme of study for history as the basis for our curriculum planning in 

history, but we have adapted this to the local context by building on the successful units of work 

already in place. We ensure that there are opportunities for children of all abilities to develop their 

skills and knowledge in each unit and we build planned progression into the scheme of work so 

that the children are increasingly challenged as they move up through the school. 

We carry out curriculum planning in history in three phases, (long-term, medium-term and short-

term). The long-term plan maps the history topics studied in each term during each key stage and 

the children study history topics in conjunction with other subjects. Some topics have a particular 

historical focus and in Key Stage 2 we place an increasing emphasis on independent historical 

study. We teach the knowledge, skills and understanding set out in the National Curriculum through 

the corresponding programmes of study. 

As the basis for our medium-term plans, we use the national programme of study and the school 

skills progression map. Because we have some mixed-age classes, we carry out the medium-term 

planning on a two-year rotation cycle. By doing so, we ensure that children have complete coverage 

of the National Curriculum, but do not have to repeat topics.  



Learning resources 

We have a wide range of information books for children to use for research.  IPads, PC’s and 

Interactive White Boards are readily available for children to access the Internet individually or 

as a class. Where possible, we have artefacts that children can handle, explore and discuss. Visits 

are regularly planned to enhance children’s learning, providing first hand experiences. People 

with an interest, or expertise, in a particular topic or area of history are invited into school to 

work with the children.  

The learning environment 

Across the year classrooms and corridors have displays of History topics. Its profile should reflect 

its place as a curriculum subject. Resources for the unit of work being covered should be 

appropriately accessible. Other resources of information should be available. 

Teachers at both key stages should maintain a History interest display, which encourages the pupils 

to be curious about the world in which they live.  

All classrooms should display prominently the relevant history related vocabulary being introduced 

in current units of work.  

Staffing 

Teachers take their own classes for History. Learning support assistants are provided with a 

planning sheet relevant to the individual and/or group of pupils with whom they work. 

 Safe practice 

To ensure safe practice at all times staff should be aware of the contents of the Health and Safety 

policy. 

Any educational visits require relevant RISK ASSESSMENT documentation to be completed 

according to the school’s policy.  

Homework 

In both KS1 and KS2 pupils may receive homework related to their topic of study. This homework 

may be in the form of data collecting or research for use in school.   

Parents and carers 

Parents and carers have an important role to play in helping their children learn about history. Their 

role is enhanced by the use of history displays around the school to raise interest and the interest 

of their children in the subject. 

The importance of History relative to other subjects will be explained to parents when their children 

join the school and teachers should take the opportunity of reinforcing this appropriately during 

the interviews with parents. 



The contribution of skills developed in History to other aspects of the curriculum. 

The teaching of Literacy (Communication), numeracy (application of number) and Computing 

(Information technology) is promoted in History as part of this school’s drive to raise standards in 

English and Mathematics. Medium term planning identifies where teachers should make explicit 

links with English, Mathematics and Computing. History is used to extend and enable the pupils 

to practice the skills of language and literacy and numeracy.  

Literacy 

History contributes significantly to the teaching of English in our school by actively promoting the 

skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening. Some of the texts that we use in the Literacy 

lessons are historical in nature. Children develop oracy through discussing historical questions or 

presenting their findings to the rest of the class. They develop their writing ability by composing 

reports and letters and through using writing frames. 

Numeracy 

History teaching contributes to the teaching of mathematics in a variety of ways. Children learn to 

use numbers when developing a sense of chronology through carrying out activities such as time-

lines. Children learn to interpret information presented in graphical or diagrammatic form. 

Computing 

We use computing in history teaching where appropriate and we meet the statutory requirement 

for children to use computing as part of their work in history at Key Stage 2. Children use 

computing in history to enhance their skills in data handling and in presenting written work, they 

research information using the Internet. Children have the opportunity to use the digital camera 

and iPad to record and use photographic images that they then communicate with others. 

Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 

When teaching history, we contribute to the children’s spiritual development where 

possible.  Children learn about the role of the church in Tudor times and they find out how British 

society has changed over time. The history programme of study enables children to understand that 

Britain’s rich cultural heritage can be further enriched by the multi-cultural British society of today. 

Personal, social, health and economic education (P.S.H.E.)  

History contributes significantly to the teaching of personal, social, citizenship and health 

education. Children develop self-confidence by having opportunities to explain their views on a 

number of social questions such as how society should respond to poverty and homelessness. They 

discover how to be active citizens in a democratic society by learning how laws are made and 

changed, and they learn how to recognise and challenge stereotypes and to appreciate that racism 

is a harmful aspect of society. They learn how society is made up of people from different cultures 

and start to develop tolerance and respect for others. 

 

Staff development 



The subject leader provides staff development and also provides summary feedback to teachers on 

up to date information. 

Staff attending training are expected to share the useful points with the rest of the staff by 

presentation and / or documentation at a staff meeting. The subject leader attends history 

conferences. The subject leader is responsible for ordering resources to support the teaching of 

history and using the budget allocation for purchase of relevant and up to date information. 

Leadership and management roles and responsibilities 

The History subject leader is responsible for the direction of the subject across the school. The 

subject leader is expected to keep the curriculum under review and keep the headteacher informed 

about changes to requirements and the national and local levels. 

 

How History is monitored and evaluated 

The subject coordinators role is to: 

  prepare and review policy documents, curriculum plans and schemes of work for the subject 

  encourage staff to provide effective learning opportunities for all pupils, to develop valid 
activities appropriate for all pupils at different stages of development and which enables pupils to 

progress in the subject  

 help colleagues develop their subject expertise and organise and monitor their professional 

development 

  collect, evaluate and inform staff of all resources  

 ensure standard formats for assessment and monitoring are being used 

  provide annual subject action plans including costings and priorities are which help inform the 
school development plan  

 organise and advise on the contribution of History to other curriculum areas including cross 

curricular  

 help with the monitoring and evaluation of the effectiveness of the subject within the school 

 

The class teacher’s role is to: 

 ensure coverage of History for their year group/Key Stage. 

 inform the subject leader of any resources needed to deliver the units before they arise in 
the curriculum. 
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